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These Halifax kids

have a ‘wild’ idea

A ELS

Teens designed
solution to help
Sable Island’s

native horses

d’'Entremont
tro | Halitax

A proup of students Trom (k-
fird junior High ane heading to
Washington, D.C. next month
as finalists in a global rebotics
Competiiion

ihe team ks among 20 inber-
naisenal finalisis, and one of
only three from Canada. chosen
to attend the sevienth annual
FIRST Glohal Inmoreaticn Award
Creremony in Washingston from
Jume 18 1o junie 20

The Lrades 7 to 9 stidenits
desgned a solution 1o help sohve
the problem of the wildness
of Sable Island’s horses being

campiamised by inleraction
wilh humans and their oaild-
inggs omn the island.

*Whai [ found the mosd jchal-
fenging and interesting] was
building the prototype that ac-
tually choes this thamg i real
fime,” explained Grade 9 student
aind team member Chin Agareal,

“Ne prend] hasaca iy midcro con:
trollers and infrancd and ultes.
somic sensors that colleo data
of antmals that are in a close
rafgr that we ve sel Ior them
to be detected. Once they are,
there 18 a speaker module that
it 2 sovmd 1hat s intoderable
for the horees =0 1 hasically acts
as a4 determent,”

The studk=nits started workans
on the progect m Ooober, The
team, offically called Imbotep's
Legacy Academy s FIEST Lego
League (FLLY team, Legos K Us,
14 A il AN AfIEaTveE Beween
Dialhouisie Liniviersiy and several
conmumunity pariners

“The idea is to moemase thie

particpation of Afncan Nova

el T

th 2% fnadiain

Scotlan students, students of
African descent. in {helds of)
science, technology. engineer-
ing and mathematics,” sad FLL
coach and program manager

John Aruagha-Ndukwe,

Although he initally ex-
pected to start preparing the
team for COTMPEDITONS feX
viear, the group's mentor Sam-
] Okomafor was amazsd by
the amount of work the -
dents put in as they won awards
leading up 1o the competion
in June

Oleoroaior 15 .2 Uherd wwear ebec
frical enmneennge student al
[ailhousie Unneersity, He's 17,
e Closer in age bo the students
than ot fenlies

“To be able 10 go this far is
cverrwhelming.” he siid

Th= stuchents are o work-
ing on railving the remaining
funds necdsd 1o 2ot them all
io Washington. As of Monday
aftcrmenon they'd secuned alomost
58500 of theor 516,000 moal via
therr onhoe funding page




